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LISTING OF CLAIMS 

1. (Cancelled). 

2. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for electronic collaboration in an environment 
including a plurality of communities, each of the plurality of communities having a plurality of live users 
and at least one community administrator, the apparatus comprising: 

a community creation database that receives and stores preliminary profile data 
associated with a candidate user, a submission of the preliminary profile data indicating an interest of 
the candidate user in joining one of the plurality of communities; 

a first filter that va l idates ascertains and controls the preliminary profile data, 
whereupon the candidate user associated with va l idated the preliminary profile data is deemed 
acceptable for participation in said one of the plurality of communities, the first fi l ter tai l ored to said 
one of the p l ura l ity of communities, wherein the candidate user associated with the validated 
preliminary profile data thereby becomes a live user of the plurality of live users in said one of the 
plurality of communities; 

wherein the l ive user creates at least one profile is created for the live user, wherein the 
profile includes descriptive information relating to the live user, said descriptive information includes a 
first data corresponding to a set of attributes predefined by at least one of the plurality of communities 
and a second data corresponding to a second set of attributes entered by said candidate user; 

a search engine that searches for data related to another of the plurality of live users in 
said one of the plurality of communities with which to communicate based on at least a portion of said 
second data; and 
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a second filter that monitors communications between the plurality of live users within 

said one of the plurality of communities, the second filter including at least a flagging filter that flags 

communications between the plurality of live users based on an analysis of at least a textual portion of 

said communications according to predetermined criteria, wherein the flagging filter is configured to 

flag[[ged]] communications an=e for review[[ed]] prior to release to their intended recipient. 

3. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein validation of the preliminary 
profile data includes an administrator of said one of the plurality of communities approving the 
candidate user. 

4. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein validation of the preliminary 
profile data includes automatic validation based on one or more attributes of the preliminary profile 
data. 

5. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 4, wherein the one or more attributes 
include one or more of previous approval by an administrator of a specific other one of the plurality of 
communities and previous validation as a live user in said one of the plurality of communities. 

6. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the preliminary profile data 
indicates an interest of the candidate user in joining at least one other of the plurality of communities. 

7. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the at least one profile 
includes one or more of: 

a group profile that is accessible to the plurality of live users in said one of the plurality 

of communities, 
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an individual profile that is not accessible to the plurality of live users in said one of the 

plurality of communities, and 

a project profile that includes blind contact information regarding the live user. 

8. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the search engine also 
searches for live users in communities other than said one of the plurality of communities. 

9. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the at least one profile of the 
live user includes one or more labels represent the descriptive information relating to the live user and 
wherein the search engine searches for another of the plurality of live users using labels associated with 
profiles of the plurality of live users. 

10. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the at least one profile may 
be created by the live user in any language, wherein the language in which the at least one profile was 
created is a characteristic of the at least one profile. 

11. (Previously presented) The apparatus of claim 10, wherein the search engine searches 
for another of the plurality of live users using a language associated with profiles of the plurality of live 
users. 

12. (Currently Amended) A method for facilitating electronic collaboration in an 
environment including a plurality of communities, each of the plurality of communities having a plurality 
of live users and at least one community administrator, the method comprising: 

receiving, at a community creation database, preliminary profile data associated with a 
candidate user, a submission of the preliminary profile data indicating an interest of the candidate user 
in joining one of the plurality of communities; 
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va l idating ascertaining and controlling , at a first filter, the preliminary profile data, 
whereupon the candidate user associated with va l idated the preliminary profile data is deemed 
acceptable for participation in said one of the plurality of communities, tho first fi l ter tai l ored to said 
one of the p l ura l ity of communities, wherein the candidate user associated with the validated 
preliminary profile data thereby becomes a live user of the plurality of live users in said one of the 
plurality of communities; 

enabling creation of at least one profile for the live user, wherein the profile includes 
descriptive information relating to the live user, said descriptive information includes a first data 
corresponding to a set of attributes predefined by at least one of the plurality of communities and a 
second data corresponding to a second set of attributes entered by said candidate user; 

searching, at a search engine, for data related to another of the plurality of live users in 
said one of the plurality of communities with which to communicate based on at least a portion of said 
second data; and 

monitoring communications between the plurality of live users within said one of the 
plurality of communities at a second filter, the second filter including at least a flagging filter that flags 
communications between the plurality of live users based on an analysis of at least a textual portion of 
said communications according to predetermined criteria, wherein the flagging filter is configured to 
flag[[ged]] communications afe for review[[ed]] prior to release to their intended recipient. 

13. (Previously presented) The method of claim 12, wherein validating the preliminary 
profile data further comprises an administrator of said one of the plurality of communities approving 
the candidate user. 
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14. (Previously presented) The method of claim 12, wherein validating the preliminary 
profile data further comprises automatically validating the preliminary profile data based on one or 
more attributes of the preliminary profile data. 

15. (Previously presented) The method of claim 14, wherein the one or more attributes 
include one or more of previous approval by an administrator of a specific other one of the plurality of 
communities and previous validation as a live user in said one of the plurality of communities. 

16. (Previously presented) The method of claim 12, wherein the preliminary profile data 
indicates an interest of the candidate user in joining at least one other of the plurality of communities. 

17. (Previously presented) The method of claim 12, wherein the at least one profile 
includes one or more of: 

a group profile that is accessible to the plurality of live users in said one of the plurality 

of communities, 

an individual profile that is not accessible to the plurality of live users in said one of the 
plurality of communities, and 

a project profile that includes blind contact information regarding the live user. 

18. (Previously presented) The method of claim 12, further comprising searching, at the 
search engine, for live users in communities other than said one of the plurality of communities. 

19. (Previously presented) The method of claim 12, wherein the at least one profile of the 
live user includes one or more labels represent the descriptive information relating to the live user and 
wherein searching for another of the plurality of live users further comprises searching labels associated 
with profiles of the plurality of live users. 
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20. (Previously presented) The method of claim 12, wherein the at least one profile may be 
created by the live user in any language, wherein the language in which the at least one profile was 
created is a characteristic of the at least one profile. 

21. (Previously presented) The method of claim 20, wherein searching for another of the 
plurality of live users in said one of the plurality of communities further comprises searching for another 
of the plurality of live users using a language associated with profiles of the plurality of live users. 
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OFFICE ACTION 

Applicant notes that the Office Action was issued on October 1, 2007, initially making January 1, 
2008, the deadline for any response. The Patent Office, however, mailed a "Letter Restarting Period for 
Response (i.e. Letter re: References)" on January 10, 2008 (see "Transaction History" in PAIR), resetting 
the deadline for any response to April 10, 2008. Thus, Applicant hereby requests a 2-month extension 
of time to respond to the Office Action issued by the Patent Office. Please charge any additional fees or 
credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-1196. 

INTERVIEW SUMMARY 

Applicant appreciates the interview conducted with the Examiner on April 15, 2008. Applicant 
and the Examiner discussed U.S. Patent 6,249,282 (hereinafter "Sutcliffe") and U.S. Published Patent 
Applications 2003/0050986 (hereinafter "Matthews") and 2004/0064515 (hereinafter "Hockey") cited in 
the Office Action. 

During the interview, Applicant argued that the cited references fail to disclose "a flagging filter 
that flags communications between the plurality of live users based on an analysis of at least a textual 
portion of said communications according to predetermined criteria, wherein flagged communications 
are reviewed prior to release to their intended recipient," set forth in independent claims 2 and 12 prior 
to the current Amendment. The Examiner stated that this limitation would be obvious in view of the 
authority of a group administrator to monitor message board interaction and to remove inappropriate 
content from the message boards, as disclosed in Matthews, in combination with the ability to flag or 
quarantine electronic mail prior to release of the email, as disclosed in Hockey. During the interview, 
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